
12022 WCD Visionary Awards Celebration

Women Corporate Directors Foundation

2022

Visionary 
Awards 

Celebration

September 12, 2022
5:30 PM–9:30 PM





to an evening that 
honors companies and 
individuals who exhibit 
an exceptional 
corporate commitment 
to diversity, inclusion, 
and women’s leadership 
in the boardroom.
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Welcome to Women Corporate 
Directors’ 2022 Visionary Awards!

Thank you for joining us at this important event 
in recognition of corporate excellence and a 
continued commitment to gender diversity in 
today’s boardrooms.

The Women Corporate Directors Visionary Award 
has become a highly sought-after accolade. This year 
marks WCD’s first cohort of all women honorees. 
Our 2022 Visionary Awards are being presented to 
three companies with women serving as CEOs and 
all four awards will be accepted by women CEOs or 
directors.  I am thrilled to celebrate and congratulate 
our 2022 honorees, each of whom has demonstrated 
exceptional corporate governance and serve as 
remarkable examples of women in leadership. 
Their achievements set a new standard for business 
and WCD is honored to recognize their work and 
showcase their successes as an inspiration to others.

Finally, thank you to WCD’s Visionary Awards 
Selection Committee, and our Annual and Visionary 
Award sponsors for their contributions in making 
tonight possible.

Our 2023 Visionary Award Nominations close on 
September 20, 2022. WCD members have the 
exclusive opportunity to nominate companies or 
leaders to be considered for the 2023 Visionary 
Awards. Four to five awards are granted each year 
to companies whose leaders achieve success for 
their stakeholders, in part by fostering a culture of 
inclusion and diversity, while also achieving strong 
financial performance.

Please enjoy tonight’s celebrations!

Sincerely,  
Jennifer Reynolds
CEO, Women Corporate Directors
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About WCD
Women Corporate Directors (WCD) 
is the world’s largest membership 
based network of women corporate 
board directors. With 76 chapters, 
WCD’s 2500 members serve on 
over 8500 corporate boards across 
six continents. World-renowned 
for inspiring and educating board 
leaders—and raising the bar for 
board service in public and large 
private companies—WCD offers a 
global peer-to-peer network, events 
and resources that train women 
for board service and facilitates 
introductions to nominating 
committee chairs around the world.

As the preeminent organization for 
women board members globally, 
WCD seeks to:  

Foster a powerful, 
trusted and global 
community of women 
corporate directors 
who meet specific and 
objective criteria.  

Increase representation 
of women on public and 
large private company 
boards and in board 
leadership positions.  

Increase the pipeline 
of aspiring and qualified 
female board candidates.  

Inspire visionary boards 
worldwide—by providing 
education and tools that 
keep members engaged, 
informed, and high-
performing as directors.
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Welcome  
Reception

5:30 PM–6:45 PM

Program 7:00 PM–9:30 PM

Welcome Jennifer Reynolds
CEO, WCD Foundation

Karen Mitchell Curran
Managing Partner, KPMG, and Lead 
Director, WCD Foundation

Recognition of the 
Visionary Awards 
Selection Committee 
& Process

Deborah E. Kelly
Co-chair, Visionary Awards Selection 
Committee

Izumi Kobayashi
Co-chair, Visionary Awards Selection 
Committee

Christie Hefner
Chair, WCD Visionary Awards 
Celebration

Awards ESG Leadership
Accepted by Carla Schmitzberger, 
Board Member of Natura & Co.

Leadership and Governance of a 
Public Company
Accepted by CEO Christine Leahy  
of CDW

Agenda
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Dinner Service

Awards Leadership & Governance of a 
Private Company
Accepted by Co-CEO Nathalie Dompé 
of Dompé farmaceutici

Strategic Leadership
Accepted by Chairman and CEO, 
Debra Cafaro of Ventas

Keynote Speaker Rana Foroohar
Associate Editor and Global Business 
Columnist, Financial Times and 
Global Economic Analyst, CNN

Closing Remarks Jennifer Reynolds
CEO, WCD Foundation
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Izumi Kobayashi
WCD Japan Chapter (Co-chair) 

Deborah E. Kelly
WCD Greater Colorado Chapter 
(Co-chair) 

Barbara Bowles
WCD Chicago Chapter  

Noel Harwerth
WCD London Chapter  

Anastassia Lauterbach
WCD Germany Chapter 

Cristina Finocchi Mahne
WCD Italy Chapter  

Iyabo Masha
WCD Nigeria Chapter  

This year’s awardees were carefully selected by the WCD’s 
Visionary Awards Selection Committee, comprised of the 
following WCD members:  

Selection Committee

Lucy Pamboukdjian
WCD Brazil Chapter 

Jennifer Sondergaard
WCD Quebec Chapter 

Susan S. Stautberg
WCD Southern Florida Chapter 

Joan Steel
WCD Chicago Chapter 

Kimberly Till
WCD New York Chapter  

Mary Beth Vitale
WCD Greater Colorado Chapter  

Molly Zhang
WCD Greater Colorado Chapter 

2022 
Honorees



92022 WCD Visionary Awards Celebration

2022 
Honorees
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WCD and the Visionary Awards 
Selection Committee have continued 
to reflect the global nature of the 
organization and the growing pool of 
companies leaning in to leadership 
in all measures of performance, 
including ESG, as demonstrated by 
the increased diversity and global 
mix of nominees.

Izumi Kobayashi
WCD Visionary Awards 
Selection Committee Co-chair
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Natura & Co.
Carla Schmitzberger, 
Independent Director

ESG Leadership 
Award

CDW 
Corporation
Christine Leahy, 
President & CEO

Leadership & 
Governance of a 
Public Company 
Award

Dompé 
farmaceutici
Nathalie Dompé,  
Co-CEO

Leadership & 
Governance of a 
Private Company 
Award

Debra A. Cafaro
Chairman of the Board 
and Chief Executive 
Officer, Ventas, Inc.

Strategic 
Leadership 
Award
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ESG Leadership
Award
The ESG Leadership Award is chosen based on critical 
criteria, including ESG rankings within the Dow Jones 
Sustainability Indices, a corporate commitment to 
sustainability, and having a predominately female-led 
leadership team.
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ACCEPTED BY

Carla Schmitzberger read Chemical 
Engineering at Cornell University (Ithaca, New 
York, United States, 1984), and has a People’s 
Strategic Management postgraduate course 
from the FDC/INSEAD (2001). Schmitzberger 
was Vice-President of the Sandals Division 
at Alpargatas SA, managing the company’s 
global Havaianas business and Statutory 
Officer throughout her 13-year tenure 
which ended in December 2019. Previously, 
she worked at Citibank S/A for 8 years, in 
different roles: Vice-President of Marketing 
and Products (Credicard SA), Vice-President 
of Marketing (Citibank Consumer) and 
Head of Citibank Credit Cards Brazil. Also, 
in Citibank, she was also responsible for 
Marketing and Decision Management 
for Latin America for one year. She also 
worked in consumer goods for 11 years 
at Procter & Gamble in various countries 
(Germany, Canada and Brazil) in different 
product categories (Detergents, Hygiene and 
Cleaning Products, Cosmetics and Diapers), 
and at Johnson & Johnson in Brazil for over 
two years. She joined Natura Cosméticos’ 
Board of Directors in 2016 and is currently 
an independent member of the Board of 
Directors, member of the Organization and 
People Committee and Strategy Committee 
of Natura &Co Holding S.A. Carla currently 
holds the following positions in other 
companies (i) independent member of the 
board of directors at Lojas Marisa SA (Retail) 
and (ii) independent member of the board of 
directors at Arco Platform Limited (Ed Tech).

Carla 
Schmitzberger

PRESENTED TO

Natura & Co is a purpose driven group 
made up of four iconic beauty companies: 
Avon, Natura, The Body Shop and Aesop. 
Natura &Co operates in more than 110 
countries, with over 3,700 stores, 35,000 
employees and 8 million representatives and 
consultants. In 2021 Natura &Co posted a 
net sales growth up by 8.8% (3.8% vs 2020 
at constant currency) and strong net income 
of R$1billion, significantly higher than 2020, 
while finishing the year with a strong cash 
position of R$6 billion. We are united in 
the belief that we can nurture beauty and 
relationships for a better way of living and 
doing business, and we are proud to be 
the world’s largest B Corp. In June 2020, 
Natura &Co set bold targets for the next 
decade by launching “Commitment to Life’’, 
a comprehensive sustainability vision which 
steps up its actions to address some of 
the world’s most pressing issues. Priorities 
include addressing the climate crisis by 
becoming net zero by 2030 and protecting 
the Amazon by pledging to help to reach 
net zero deforestation by 2025. Natura &Co 
are also committed to defending human 
rights and to ensuring gender parity and 
equal pay by 2023, as well as adopting a 
living wage for all our employees. Natura 
&Co´s pledge also looks at how it develops 
and manufactures its products and have 
committed to embracing circularity and 
regeneration by 2030. while finishing the year 
with a strong cash position of R$6 billion. We 
are united in the belief that we can nurture 
beauty and relationships for a better way of 
living and doing business, and we are proud 
to be the world’s largest B Corp. In June 
2020, Natura &Co set bold targets for the 
next decade by launching “Commitment to 
Life’’, a comprehensive sustainability vision 
which steps up its actions to address some 
of the world’s most pressing issues. Priorities 
include addressing the climate crisis by 
becoming net zero by 2030 and protecting 
the Amazon by pledging to help to reach net 
zero deforestation by 2025.

Natura &Co are also committed to defending 
human rights and to ensuring gender parity 
and equal pay by 2023, as well as adopting 
a living wage for all our employees. Natura 
&Co´s pledge also looks at how it develops 
and manufactures its products and have 
committed to embracing circularity and 
regeneration by 2030. 
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Leadership & 
Governance of a 
Public Company 
Award
The Leadership & Governance of a Public Company 
Award is chosen based on being recognized as an 
industry leader, while successfully navigating the 
needs of shareholders and actively facilitating women’s 
empowerment in the C-suite.
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ACCEPTED BY

Christine A. Leahy is president & chief 
executive officer of CDW. Leahy is 
responsible for the strategic direction and 
performance of the company as well as 
leading the senior management team.

Leahy has held numerous roles at CDW, most 
recently serving as chief revenue officer, where 
she was responsible for all customer-facing 
units of the company including its corporate, 
public, small business, international and 
integrated technology solutions organizations. 
Prior to that role, Leahy was senior vice 
president, international, where she led the 
development of the company’s international 
strategy, including the acquisition of Kelway, 
now CDW UK, and was responsible for the 
performance of its international business. 
Leahy also was our chief legal officer/general 
counsel and corporate secretary. Prior to 
joining CDW in 2002 as the company’s first 
general counsel, Leahy was a corporate 
partner in the Chicago office of Sidley Austin, 
an international business law firm.

Leahy earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Brown University and a J.D. from Boston 
College Law School. She completed the CEO 
Perspectives Program at Kellogg School of 
Management, Northwestern University, as 
well as the Women’s Director Development 
Program at Kellogg. She currently serves on 
the board of directors for Target Corporation, 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital and Junior 
Achievement of Chicago. In addition, Leahy is 
a founder and a sponsor of CDW’s Women’s 
Opportunity Network, a business resource 
group that actively and strategically supports 
women’s advancement at CDW.

Christine Leahy

PRESENTED TO

CDW Corporation (Nasdaq: CDW) is a 
leading multi-brand provider of information 
technology solutions to business, 
government, education and healthcare 
customers in the United States, the United 
Kingdom and Canada. A Fortune 500 
company and member of the S&P 500 Index, 
CDW was founded in 1984 and employs 
approximately 14,000 coworkers. For the 
trailing twelve months ended March 31, 2022, 
CDW generated Net sales of approximately 
$22 billion. For more information about CDW, 
please visit www.CDW.com. 
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Leadership & 
Governance of a 
Private Company 
Award
The Leadership & Governance of a Private Company 
Award is chosen based on being recognized as an 
industry leader, while successfully navigating the 
needs of stakeholders and actively facilitating women’s 
empowerment in the C-suite.
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PRESENTED TO

Dompé is a privately owned 
biopharmaceutical company with 130 years 
of history and expertise in life sciences. 
Headquartered in Milan, the company also 
has operations in Boston, San Francisco, and 
Shanghai. It conducts research activities as 
part of a network of over 300 centres and 
universities across the world. Dompé uses 
a variety of next generation proprietary 
chemo- and bioinformatic tools, including the 
Exscalate platform, one of the most powerful 
and cost-efficient intelligent supercomputing 
drug discovery platforms in the world. 

ACCEPTED BY

Nathalie Dompé

Nathalie Dompé is Co-CEO of Dompé 
Farmaceutici.. She explores new 
opportunities for the company through 
interactions with other business leaders in 
the pharmaceutical and high tech industries.

Nathalie is also CEO, Dompé Holdings, a 
diversified holding company in Europe 
with business interests in pharmaceuticals, 
agriculture, and hi-tech. She sits on the 
board of several companies including 
Movendo, Philogen and Dompé farmaceutici. 
Nathalie graduated with Honors in Business 
Administration from Bocconi University 
in Milan. In her free time Nathalie enjoys 
spending time with her family in the Bay 
Area, and abroad.
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Strategic 
Leadership Award
The Strategic Leadership Award is presented to a CEO 
or female board chair who demonstrates leadership 
through innovation, board and management team 
diversity and the successful pursuit of long-term 
strategic growth.
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PRESENTED TO

Debra A. Cafaro

Debra A. Cafaro is the Chairman of the 
Board and Chief Executive Officer of Ventas, 
Inc., an S&P 500 company operating at the 
intersection of healthcare and real estate.  
Ventas owns over 1,200 properties serving a 
large and growing aging demographic.  

A recognized industry leader, Cafaro set and 
oversaw execution of a long-term strategy 
that drove Ventas’s market capitalization to 
$28 billion in 2019, from $200 million since 
her leadership began in 1999.  The Company’s 
compound annual total shareholder return 
(TSR) has exceeded 19 percent for the 23 
years ended December 31, 2021. 

Widely-acclaimed for her strategic vision 
and enduring business success, Cafaro has 
received multiple professional recognitions.  
Cafaro has been twice named one of the 
World’s 100 Most Powerful Women (Forbes 
Magazine), a list of global political, media, 
entertainment and business leaders; a Top 
100 Best-Performing CEOs in the World for 
six consecutive years (Harvard Business 
Review); and the top female executive in the 
commercial real estate industry (National 
Real Estate Investor).  She has also been 
recognized as one of the 100 Most Influential 
People in Healthcare six times (Modern 
Healthcare); highlighted in The 70 Elite real 
estate executives who shaped the industry 
for the past 70 years (Real Estate Forum); 
and selected multiple times to the Top 25 
Women in Healthcare  (Modern Healthcare) 
and the All-America Executive Team 
(Institutional Investor).  Cafaro was named a 

Top 50 Woman in World Business (Financial 
Times), one of the Bankable 21 CEOs in Jim 
Cramer’s book Get Rich Carefully and one 
of nine Game-Changers in commercial real 
estate since 2000 (GlobeSt.com).  To honor 
her contributions, she has received the 
Order of Lincoln, Illinois’ highest honor for 
professional achievement and public service, 
the Visionary Award for Strategic Leadership 
from Women Corporate Directors, the only 
global membership organization of women 
corporate directors, and the Industry 
Leadership Award from Nareit.   

In addition to her work at Ventas, Cafaro 
is broadly engaged across business, public 
policy, academic, sports and non-profit 
sectors.  Cafaro is a past Chair of the 
Real Estate Roundtable, a public policy 
organization that brings together leaders 
of the nation’s top real estate firms on key 
national policy issues, Nareit, the worldwide 
voice for listed real estate companies, 
and the Economic Club of Chicago.  She 
is a member of the American Academy of 
Arts & Sciences and the Business Council, 
and serves on the Boards of The PNC 
Financial Services Group, Inc. (NYSE: PNC), 
the University of Chicago and the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra.  She is an Advisory 
Board Member of the Harvard Kennedy 
School Taubman Center for State and Local 
Government.  She served successive terms 
on the Board of the Chicago Infrastructure 
Trust.  Cafaro is a partner of the NHL 
Pittsburgh Penguins.

Cafaro established the Cafaro Scholars 
program at the University of Chicago Law 
School.  It provides full scholarships to 
students with outstanding potential whose 
parents did not attend college.  Over 20 
students, many of them diverse, have been 
recipients of the Cafaro scholarships.   

Prior to joining Ventas, Cafaro was President 
of an NYSE-listed apartment company, a 
practicing lawyer and a U.S. Court of Appeals 
judicial clerk.  She received her J.D. cum laude 
from the University of Chicago Law School, 
where she was named its 2011 Distinguished 
Alumna, and her B.A. magna cum laude from 
the University of Notre Dame.  She is married 
and has two children. 
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2021 Honorees
Leadership and 
Governance of a 
Public Company
Merck & Co., Inc.
Kenneth C. Frazier, CEO

Leadership and 
Governance of a 
Private Company
Recreational Equipment, 
Inc. (REI Co-Op)
Eric Artz, CEO

Innovation in Shared 
Value
Illycaffè S.p.A
Massimiliano Pogliani, CEO

Strategic Leadership
Susan Salka
CEO, AMN Healthcare

The Susan S. 
Stautberg WCD 
Member Leadership
Susan Remmer Ryzewic
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Annual Sponsors
Global Lead Sponsor

Global Executive Sponsors

Global Strategic Sponsors Global Sustainability Strategic Sponsor

Global Supporting Sponsors
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Visionary Awards 
Sponsors
Gold

Silver

Bronze

Donor
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